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the bill ought to have this infor.
mation,

Tag DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Hon. J. A. Wright) : When
we go into committee T shall be prepared
to deal with the whole question, in all its
details, if the committee wish it. I may
state, for the information of the hon.
member for Kimberley, that there will be
sufficient money left to complete the line
both from Derby to the goldfields and
from the goldficlds to Wyndham.
thMB. A. FORREST: That's all right,

en,

Bill read a second time.

BRAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Oun the order of the day for the further
consideration of this bill in committee,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) said as the bill was cer-
tainly one that closely affected the com-
cerns of the general public, and as there
had been a generally expressed opinion
on the part of the representatives of the
people in that House that the remaining
.clauses of the bill-—the clauses limiting
the pecuniary liability of the Government
and railway companies in cases of acci-
dent—did not meet with general approval,
or at any rate the approval of the major-
ity of elected members, he rose for the
purpose of stating that the Grovernment
did not intend to proceed with the remain-
ing clauses, If that met with the ap-
proval of this House, the bill would now
be reported, and the remaining clauses
struck out of it.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he
should like to say one word before the
bill was done with. He trusted that the
snake, though scotched, was not lnlled,
and that on a future occasion the clauses
now abandoned might be brought for-
ward again with a better chance of being
successfully carried through. He should
also like fo be allowed to amswer one or
iwo remarks that had been made with
reference fo the bill as brought for.
ward. It had been stated that it had
been brought forward by him as Com-
missioner of Railways simply in con-
sequence of the result of a recent acci-
dent, because the Government had been
mulcted in damages. He assured the
House—and many members knew it—
that for the last twelve momths and

more this bill had beer under his con-
sideration, and he had wished to bring it
forward long before the accident referred
to ever took place. He had introduced
the bill solely in the interest of the public
purse, and without any personal ideas
whatsoever. It had struck him that an
accident such as that which occurred in
Victoria some time ago, which cost that
Government £123,000, might in the case
of a comparatively poor colony like this
cause the Government the most serious
financial embarrassment; and it was
solely with a view to limit the possible
drain upon the public purse that he had
brought forward the bill. He hoped that
on a future occasion the principle of the
bill as regards this question of compen-
sation would find greater favor among
hon, members.

Clauses ? to 10 were then expunged ;
and the schedule and the preamble and
title of the bill as dpreviousl'y agreed to,
having been adopted, the bill was report-
ed to the House.

The House adjourned at a quarter to
nine o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 7th August, 1889.

Revenue and Exlpend.iture in the Plantagenot District—
Hompton Plaing Railway Proposals—Beverley Rail-
way Station Moommodn.ﬁon—Prongosed Telegraph
Line to the Yilgarn Goldflelds—Messago (No. §) :
Deepateh from the Secre of State aclmowledging
Memorial 70 Constitntion Bill--Double Trucks for
conveyance of Sheop on the Eastern Railwny—Rail-
ways Act Amendment Bill: in committee — Reo-
spproprintion Bill, 1883: in committee—Muniri-

tigs Institutions Act, Amendment Bill: dis-
charged—Adjonrniment.

Taug SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PravERs.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE,
PLANTAGENET DISTRICT.

Mr. DE HAMEL: I desire to ask the
Colonial Secretary whether he can in-
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form the House of the total smount of
revenue received from the Plantagenet
District, and the amount of expenditure
incurred in that district during the last
three years P

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser): A very similar question
wag asked by the member for the district
some years ago, and a similar guestion
has been agked in the House with refer-
ence to the Northern District; but, I
regret to state that the manmner in
which the public accounts have been
kept—no separate account of the re-
ceipts and expenditure of each district
of the colony being kept—it has been
impossible to furmish the information
asked for. In this instance, in order
if possible to ascertain whether the
information asked for could be fur-
nished, I communicated with the Colonial
Treasurer, who informs me that * There
being no separate account kept of the
revenus received or amount expended in
each district of the colony, I am unable
to furnish the information requested.”

HAMPTON PLAINS RATLWAY
PROPOSALS.

Me. PARKER: I desire, with leave,
without notice, to ask the Colonial Secre-
tary whether the Government intend to
take any action this session with regard
to the communication from Messrs. Stone
and Burt conveying certain proposals for
the construction of a railway on the land
grant system to Hampton Plains 7 This
letter was laid on the table a few days
ago by the Government, and it appears
to me that it is a matter in which the
Goverpment should move, rather than
a private member. Perhaps the hon.
gentleman will inform the House whether
the Government intend to take any
action in regard to thiz proposal this
session ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Frager): I am not aware that it
is the intention of the Government to
proceed any further in the matter this
gession.

BEVERLEY RAILWAY STATION
ACCOMMODATION.

Mz. HARPER : I beg to ask the Com-

missioner of Railways if it is intended
to proceed shorily with the proposedj

increase of station accommodation at
Beverley ; and if not, why not ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) : Owing to
the trains staying the night at Beverley,
according to the present time table, the
necessity for the increase in the station
accommodation, in the way of a refresh-
ment room, has not been apparent, It
will, however, be necessary to build accom-
modation for parcels and mails, which
will be commenced forthwith.

TELEGRAPH LINE TO YILGARN
GOLDFIELDS.

Me. HARPER: Sir,—in rising to
move the resolution standing in my
name— " That in the opinion of this
House it is of urgent importance that
immediate steps should be taken to con-
struct a line of telegraph between York
and the Yilgarn Goldfields”—I should
like to refer first of all to the recent
report of the Government Geologist on
these gOldfields. That report has been
generally read, and T think I may say
that we are justified from the tone of
that report in concluding that, in the
opinion of the Government Geologist, a
goldfield exists in that part of the colony
of sufficient value to justify and warrant
the expenditure of capital m its develop-
ment, and that, apparently, the Govern-
ment Geologist has a high opinion of it.
That opinion, I think, iz shared by a
great many people; and, such being the
case, there can be no justifiable reason
why the development of this goldfield
should not be hastened and facilitated by
every reasonable means within the power
of the country. It has come within my
knowledge, and I dare say it is within
the Imowledge of almost every other
member, that great difficulties are now
experienced in keeping up the vecessary
supply of food beth for man and beast
on these goldfields, to enmable those on
the fields to carry on their operations.
These difficulties, of course, aze largely
due to the absence of any rapid means of
communication with the field. In ‘the
absence of a railway, nothing would obvi-
ate these inconveniences and difficulties so .
much as a telegraph line connecting the
fields with the centres of population. Ttis
impossible, with the fluctuating popu-
lation on a goldfield, to know at a dis-
tance what supplies may be required, or



74

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

[Ava. 7

what the position of affairs may be on
the field, and very serious inconvenience,
and even suffering, may take place, which
with a rapid means of communication
with the field might be obviated. A day
or two ago I was told of a teamster
arriving on the field with his load, and
with just sufficient horse forage to take
his team back again; and this man was
surronnded by eager people on the field
who offered him as much as £1 a bag
for his few bage of chaff; and he was
obliged to refuse it. It must be obvious,
therefore, what a tremendous strain it
must be to these people to carry on their
operations, and to prosecute the work of
developing these goldfields. A telegraph
line would, of course, do much toprevent
such a state of things as this arising.
The suggestion I have to put forward
with regard to the construction of this
line is that & cheap line be comnstructed
at present, with the timber along the
route. There is abundance of timber the
whole way, within a few miles at most,
and the line wounld have to pass through
forest country, where the trees might be
made available for fixing the wire. If
the line were constructed in this manner,
it could be dome rapidly and cheaply;
and, provided these goldfields turn out
as we anticipate, long before this line
has fallen into disrepair of any con-
sequence, the colouy will be able to go
in for a less primitive and more per-
manent line. With these few words I
row move the resolution standing in my
name.

Me. A. FORREST: I have great
pleasure in seconding the motion: I do
not think anyone imside the House or
outside the House will disagree with
me when I say there can be no question
whatever that a line of telegraph should
be built at once to these goldfields.
I should have preferred, myself, if the
resolution had gone further, and that
it asked that a preliminary survey of
a line of railway should also be under-
taken without any delay to these gold-
fields. We have it on the best authority
we have in the colony, and that is
the Government Geologist, that the suc-
cess of these goldfields is assured, and
that if properly pushed forward the re-
sult will be that not only will the colony
be able to afford a telegraph line but also
build a railway to these fields. I believe

the Government Geologist has given it as
his opinion that the Government should
at once build & railway. But at present
all this resolution asks for is that a cheap
line of telegraph be constructed. I pre-
sume it would not cxceed £10,000 at the
utmost,—probably considerably less. For
this small expenditure the people en-
gaged in developing these goldfields
would be brought into touch with the
centres of population and with those who
have capital invested in these fields. It
is a well-known fact that where people
invest their money they like to be in
conatant communication with that place
and to Jmow what is going on. At pres-
ent, with the very poor mail gervice that
we have, it is impossible for anyone,
except those who are in the colony, to in-
vest their money in these goldfields and
know how things are going on; andeven
people in the colony find it very incon-
venient to be without better means of
communication than at present exist.
People outside the colony cannot be ex-
pected to come forward with their capital
to assist us in developing these fields
unless they have some means of direct
communication with them. That has
been the great drawback in the Kim-
berley district, this want of a telegraph
line. This House, very properly, I think,
has appropriated a large sum of money
to connect those goldfields with the outer
world; and I think the least the Gov-
ernment can do now is to give every
facility to get the goldfields at this end
of the colony developed as soon as pos-
sible. T agree with the hon. member for
York that the greater portion of the
timber required for this line could be
had along the line itself; but I will not
go so far as he has in recommending that
trees should be used for the posts. I do
not think it would be found that it would
be an advantage to use trees for telegraph
posts in going through a forest country
Like this; but I believe that the whole of
the timber required might be got on the
line of road, with the exception, perhaps,
of some sixty miles. I hope the leader
of the Government will not get up on
this occasion and say they have no money
for this work: I think they ought to find
the money for a necessary work like this.
It would not require much; I should
think a small amount like this might be
provided out of cwrrent revenue for the
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present, to be recouped out of the first
loan. The whole colony is crying out
for this line, and I am quite sure there is
not an elected member in this House who
will not support this small expenditure.
Everybody feels that a great deal de-
pends upon the development of these
goldfields; I dont know what we shall
do if they are not pushed forward.
Even those who have not invested a
pound in the mines acknowledge that
they give every promise if they are
proper%]r worked ; and I ask how can they
be properly worked unless there is some
means of communicating with them? If
these goldfields were in any other part of
the world there would have been a rail-
way to them by this, I recollect, when
Broken Hill was first opened, some years
ago, before a pound was ever raised there,
& railway was surveyed, and the line was
completed before any dividend was de-
clared. That was a far longer distance
than from York to Yilgarn; and all we
ask now is that a line of telegraph be
put up. If it is done, I am sure the
Government will find that they have
carried out the general wish, not only of
this House, but of the colony at large.

Mzr. MARMION: I have much plea-
sure in supporting this motion. Of
course the members on the Government
bench will accuse me of being incon.
sistent, because I refused to support
another motion the other evening for the
purchage of a dredge for Albany, on the
ground that those who put forward the
proposal did not show how the money was
to be obtained. It may be said that the
mover of this resolution has not shown
the House where the money for this
work is to come from, and that, for the
same reason,:I ought to refuse to support
this motion in the same way as I refused
to support the other. But before I deal
with the financial aspeet of the question
I should like to say a few words as to
the desirability of the work being under-
taken. T am perfectly well aware there
are many people who will express the
opinion that it would be well to wait the
progress of events, and see, before we
launch into this expenditure, whether the
success of our goldfields is assured: I
know there are those who will say that.
Possibly T am of a more sanguine tem-
perament than those who take this view
of things; and for my part I believe in

taking time by the forelock. I think,
when we have such an assurance as we
have in the Government Geologist’'s re-
port that we have a large area of auri-
ferous ground, the working of which in
many cases will pay, with a judicious
expenditure of money in developing these
areas—I think, when we have the nssur-
ance of the Government Geologist him-
self to this effect, that we would be per-
fectly justified in incurring this expendi-
ture, more especially when we bear in
mind that upon the development of these
mines the immediate future of the colony
largely depends. It is admitted on all
hands that something is required to keep
the colony going; politically we are (so
to speak) hung up between heaven and

earth, awaiting the progress of events. -
But we know now that our aspirations in
the direction of a change of Government
are not likely to be realised at once; the
change is likely to be further delayed,
and I maintain it behoves us all—both
the members of the Government and the
representatives of the people—to put our
shoulders to the wheel, and do all we can
to try and take advantage of what Pro-
vidence has placed in our way. One of
the main factors in the development of
our auriferous resources would be this
line of telegraph, which would bring the
fields into touch with capitalists and in-
vestors, both in the colony and outside
the colony. I would not, myself, advocate
the construction of an expensive line—I
do not think it is necessary; I agree with
the suggestion thrown out by the mover
of the resolution that we might take ad-
vantage of the nature of the country
through which the line will pass, and
utilige the timber to be found on that
line of country; and take the shortest
route available in as direct a line as pos-
sible. Itmight beadvisable to deviate in
gome cases, in consequence of the roads
and existing lines of communication ; but
we might take as short a cut as we could,
and utilise the natural advantages offer-
ed by the country for the construction of
a telegraph line. I do not think it would
be necessary at present to take the line
any farther than Southern Cross, which
may be regarded as the centre of the
existing goldfields; I do mnot comsider
that it is necessary at present to extend
the line to Golden Valley and Parker’s
Range, and such other places as, no doubt,
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will yet be discovered to be auriferous.
For the present I think these localities
might be left fo communicate in some
other way with the more central ter-
mioue at Southern Cross. Of course I
am not able to go with any certainty
into the question of the cost of such a
line; but I should imagine the cost
would not be great. I believe the dis-
tance from York to the goldfields is some-
thing between 150 and 200 miles, and
that the cost of such a line as the hon.
member for York contemplates would be
very trifling. When I say trifling, I
mean trifling compared with the advant-
ages that would be secured and the
benefits it would confer upon the colony.
Probably something like £5,000 would
be sufficient to complete the whole of this
line. [TheDirrcror oF PusLic WoREs:
What!] Of course the Director of
Works may have data to go upon that
I do not possess; but if a light line of
telegraph was suitable to connect districts
hundreds of miles apart, and running
through uninhabited territory, and sub-
ject to other disabilities—I am alluding
to the Northern district—surely a very
cheap and light line would serve the pur-
pose 1n this part of the colony, within easy
reach of head-quarters. Seeing that the
cost need not exceed about £5,000, or
say £7,000, I maintain that the Govern-
ment would be perfectly justified in
undertaking the work, even in the pres-
est financial position of the colony. It
may be asked—where is the money to
come from ? I believe I can show where
it may come from. Qur last loan real-
ised a considerable amount above par;
the £100,000 realised something like
£107,000 or £108,000—s0 good is the
credit of the colony. This would give
us something like £7,000 or £8,000 to
the good ; and, if T remember rightly, so
little did we anticipate that the loan
would realise so well that we actually
provided something like £50 under the
head of * Contingencies” to, cover any
deficiency, and to meet the expemse of
floating the loan. Deducting what it
may have cost to float the loan—which
cannot be much—we have here a balance
available (an unexpected balance) of
£10,000 or £12,000 and I do not know of
any more legitimate work to which the
money could be applied than to the erec-
tion of this telegraph line to our Eastern

goldfields, I would remind the House
that when the loan schedule was under
discussion it was the general feeling that
a8 large a sum as possible should be ap-
propriated to the development of these
goldfields. I have just had handed to
me a memorandum from a gentleman
who is an authority on the subjeet,
having been engaged in the construction
of works of this kind before, and he
states that this line would not cost more
than about £4,500. I have put it at
£5,000, for a pole line: and 1 have in-
dicated where the money may come from
to build such a line. It seems to me that
the Government of the colony should
be prepared to show its faith in these
goldfields. They will be doing the
colony a great deal of harm, in my
opinion, if they refrain from doing se.
The publiec, so far as they are concerned,
have shown their faith in the fields by
investing largely in them; and it is the
duty of the Government, now that they
have the assurance of their own officer,
the Government Geologist, that the
fields are really worth working, and give
promise of very profitable returns in the
near future. I say it is the duty of the
Government, a duty they owe to the
colony, to do all they possibly can fo
facilitate the development of the fields.
Until we are in a position to have a
railway, I know of nothing that would
conduce so much to the development of
the fields ag the erection of a telegraph
line, T have shown that there need be
no difficulty as to ways and means, if the
course I have suggested were followed.
In fact, if the Government are really in
earnest as to the development of these
goldfields, they can soon find the ways
and means to carry out this most urgent
work. I hope they will not let it go
forth to the world that they have so
little faith in the colony’s goldfields that
they will not strain a point to get a line
of telegraph built to them. I think that
would be a most disastrous thing, I
think it would be a most damaging thing
to the colony, if, after all that has been
said, and all that bas been done by pri-
vate enterprise to develop these fields, the
Government of the colony were to turn
round and say—as they would say, by
their action, if they refused to move
in this matter, “Oh, other people may
have faith in them, but we have none.”
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I say that would have a most disastrous
effect upon the colony; and I hope the
Government will show the country that
they realise it. I would ask how people
outside the colony are likely to come
forward and invest any money in these
mines, unless they find the Government
of the colony showing that they have
faith in them ? We all admit that what
is required to give an impetus to the
development of the country is the intro-
duction of outside capital; and I shounld
like to know how we can expect out-
side capitalists to invest their money in
these mines, if the Government of the
colony give them ne encouragement to
do so?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser): What the hon. member
for Fremantle says is always interesting,
The hon. member always speaks earnest-
ly; and in the speech we have just heard
from him, I can almost fancy that
we, on this bench, have changed sides
with hon, members opposite, and that
the hon. member for Fremantle has just
been announcing to the House the policy
of his Government, The hon. member
has gone into the question of ways and
means, and has sought to show us where
the money for carrying out this work
may come from. I am afraid, however,
that the hon, member’s scheme ig rather
premature,—T will not say anything else;
it is rather premature. We are all aware
that ghis session of Council was sum.
moned for a special ose, the passin
into law of a rllaew Elle)cutr(ﬁ'a.l Act, 1?—.1 vievgv
of certain contingencies. That was the
main objeet of holding the present
session. Certain events have since hap-
pened, or are now happening, which wi
make it necessary for the Government
to call this House together again in
the course of a couple of months, or
50, when the question of waye and means
will have to be very carefully considered.
It will then be for hon. members to give
their serious attention to the financial
position. Something was said the other
day about the present Government carry-
ing on for another year, in view of the
unexpected delay in the passage of the
Enabling Bill ; and T think I then said
that we would be prepared to deso. I
say so again; but we must be allowed
our own way of bringing forward our pro-
posals. Those proposeﬁs will, of course,

be subject to the scrutiny of this Coun-
cil. But the Government must be allow-
ed to do things in its own way, to put
forward its own schemes. It will be
for this House to say whether they ap-
prove of the actions of the Government,
and will indorse their proposals. But I
think the policy which the hon. member
for Fremantle is desirous of forcing upon
us is, at any rate, premature. We all
must agree that the development of these
goldfields should have our first consider-
ation; but we must all admit that time
‘must be allowed for their development.
The development of a goldfield is oot
the work of a day. Let me ask mmembers
how many years were the Ovens dig.
gings, the old Bendigo diggings, Sand-
hurst, Golden Point, near Ballarat, and
other famous diggings,—how many years
after their first discovery were those
fields before they had a railway or a tele-
graphline # Those who were in the colo-
nies in those days know the way in which
teamsters and diggers, hundreds and
thousands of them, had to find their way
through bush tracks and other difficul.
ties to reach those auriferous localities,
and what inconveniences and rough hard-
ships they had to put up with. But here,
because a few score of enthusiastic miners
and a few business-men plant themselves
at a spot a couple of hundred miles from
the centres of settlement, and before it is
actually proved whether or mnot these
auriferous areas are permanently pro-
ductive or not,—

Mzr. MARMION: How can we prove
whether they are productive or not if we
can't get at them P

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser): I say it is mere specu-
lation, so far; and we are asked at this
stage of the fields to provide not only a
telegraph line but some members want a
railway as well. I cannot help thinking
that it would be better if some attention
were given to the question of improving
the state of the roads to these fields;
and there are other matters which will
have to bLe considered, and which this
House will be asked to consider when we
come to deal with the question of ways
and means for next year. Itisall very
well for members to make proposals to
the Government, for the purchase of
dredges and the construction of tele-
graphs and railways, and to find the
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money for this, that, and the other.
Doubtlessly, we have a large field for ex-
penditure, and it is not at all difficult to
point out scores of desirable works which
the colony could do with; but all these
things cost money: and as the respon-
sibility yet rests with the Grovermment,
and not with hon. members opposite, I
think it is only fair to the Grovernment
that it should be allowed to bring for-
ward its own proposals. Ihave no desire
to repeat what I said the other evening
when another resolution was placed be-
fore us, but it seems to me that no pracs
tical result can acerue from the adoption
of an abstract resolution of this nature.
I notice that it is proposed that York
should be the point of departure for
this line; but I am not aware that
the hon. member, who tabled the mo-
tion, has satisfied the House that York
should neeessarily be the point of de-
parture, if this line were constructed.
I should say, myself, that it would be
very desirable that the telegraph should
follow the same route as the railway,
when the question of route is determined.
I think the construction of the two
should go together, if economy is to be
congidered. At any rate that is a point
worth considering. It is not only the
question of the construction of the line,
but also the maintenance of the line. It
will be my duty in the course of two or
three months to bring before the House
the question of the already large expendi-
ture, and increasing expenditure, in con-
nection with our extensive telegraph
system, which is spreading all over the
colony ; and I really do not see at present
where the money is to come from for
maintaining all these far distant tele-
graph lines at the North, and elsewhere ?
It is becoming a very serious problem.
It seems to me that we are seized
with an almost unwarrantable desire to
emulate the work accomplished by our
more wealthy and prosperous neighbors,
while our means are very slender. We
seem to forget that it has taken them
years to attain their present advanced
civilisation, and that they have, like
ourselves, had to put up with many incon-
veniences in days gone by, when their
means, like our own, were limited. But
here we seem to be impatient of any
restraints, and nothing will do us but we
must emulate our wealthy neighbors in

things that we really cannot at present
afford. Members opposite, I know, as-
pire to have the administration of the
colony placed in their own hands: I do
not know whether hon. members think
they will then be able to listen to the
applications that will be made to them
from all parts of the colony for assist-
ance for this, that, and the other, and
that they will find no diffieulty in finding
the means to carry out all they may be
asked to carry out. If they do, I hope
they may not find themselves disap-
pointed. But at present that respon-
sibility is not cast upon them. I must
ask them to remember that. I do not
know that I need say any more. I
cammot see that any advantage would be
gained by passing this resolution now,
for the reason I have already given,—I
do not see where the money is to come
from, and that we have not met this
session for the purpose of considering
questions of expenditure and ways and
means, and that we shall have to consider
those questions in a general way when
the House meets again in two or three
months' time. For these reasons, and in
the interest of the colony, if this matter
is forced to a division, it will be my duty,
on behalf of the Government, to oppose

1t.

M=x. SHOLL: I have been accused as
being a member who generally takes an
objective attitude towards questions that
are brought before the House; but on
this occasion I most cordially support
the motion now before the House. I
have listened very earnestly to the re-
marks of the leader of the Governmeant,
and I must say I have been greatly dis-
appointed. ‘When we consider the neces-
sity for the rapid development of these
goldfields, and how much the prosperity
of the colony hangs upon them, and
when we are told that this line could be
constructed for £4,000 or £5,000, and
that the Government cannct find this
small sum for this work,—if that is
the position of affairs, all I can =say
s, the colony is in a very bad state
indeed, or else the Government show
an utter incompetency. It has been
said that we have been called to-
gether simply to pass the FElectoral
Bill; I should have thought that when
the Government had called us together
they would have been ready to have
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passed any measure that was likely to
further the interests of the colomy. It
cannof be said that the Electoral Bill is
the only bill that the Government have
asked the House to deal with, for we
have had a Re-appropriation Bill and a
Railway Bill. 1 think it is absurd for
the Government to say that they do not
know where the money for this telegraph
line ig to come from; the development
of these goldfields is such an important
mattér that they might well stretch a
point and see if the money cannot be
provided in some way or other. If the
Government chose, they could soon find
ways and means. It appears that the
Government have taken up this position
now : that whenever any proposal is put
forward by members on this side of the
House the cryis, * Oh, there’s no money.”
It i# a most unfortunate thing for the
colony that thie hitch has occurred in
the introduction of Responsible Govern-
ment, for I really do not lkmow what is
to become of the colony if we are not to
bhave anything done at all unti]l we have
another form of Government, and that
in the meantime the colony is to be al.
lowed to go to the dogs. It seems to me
that the longer the present Government
remain in office to guide the policy of
the colony, the more incompetent they
become. For my own part, the motion
now before the House has my most cor-
dial support. The development of these
goldfields means so much for the pros.
perity of the colony that I think the
Government would be justified in spend-
ing twenty times £5,000 in providing
this telegraph line.

Sz T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL: I
have not very much to say on this subject,
for I know less about it than those mem-
bers who have addressed the House ; but,
in view of the remarks that fell from the
Colonial Secrefary, and in view especially
of what he said of a possible division on
the question, I feel bound not to give a
silent vote, and to wamm the hon. gentle-
man that he will be unable to have my
support if he divides the House. Iwould
point out to the hon. gentleman that the
resolution is simply an expression of
opinion; it does not bind the Government.
It simply expresses the opinion of the
House that it is of urgent importance
that steps should be taken to build & line
of telegraph to these goldfields. Surely

the House may be allowed to have its
opinion, and to express its opinion. I
would point out to the Colonial Secretary
that if he divides the House on this
question—the question of the urgent
importance of constructing this line—it
will distinetly show to the outside world
that the Government themselves do not
think that there is really anything in
these goldfields to warrant such an ex-
pression of opinion, and that they have
no faith in the goldfields,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8ir M. Fraser): No, no: that is a dis-
tortion.

Sie T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL:
That will be the impression. If the
Government divide the House on this
resolution, which merely affirms the im-
portance of taking early steps to build a
telegraph line to these goldfields, what
conclusion can the outside world come to
but that in the opinion of the Govern-
ment there is nothing to justify such a
step? Beside that, I would point out
that as the House is to be called together
in a ¢ouple of months hence to deal with
the Estimates and to consider the ques-
tion of ways and means for next year,
surely it will be of some assistance to the
(tovernment to kmow now what the opin-
ion of the House i3 on the question of
the construction of this line, so that they
may frame their HEstimates with that
knowledge before them ? It must be use-
ful for them to have the opinion of the
House expressed, and to know what the
wishes of the House are in this matter,
and the wishes of the country—for they
may be perfectly certain that this is the
wish of the country ; so that they may, in
the meantime, between this and next
session, a couple of months hence, see
whether they cannot find the means for
carrying out this very necessary work.
But to divide the House on a resolution
which simply expresses the confidence of
the House in these goldfields is simply to
say to the outside public that the Gov-
ernment do not share that opinion; and
I hope the hon. gentleman will not press
the question to a division. With regard
to the depression which we are told on
all bands exists, His Excellency, himself,
in one of his despatches, referred to these
goldfields as one source of progress which
he saw in view,—as almost the only hope
of consolation there was, from a financial
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point of view. The object of the .pres-
ent motion is that this source of hope
may be developed. I am perfectly cer-
tain from all I have heard, and from
those who are competent to judge, that
very little can be done with those gold-
fields without direct means of communi-
cation with them. A railway we cannot
at present undertake, unless by means
other than within the resources of the
Government ; but this telegraph line is
within the resources of the Government;
and I think it would not be dealing fairly
with the country if they did not do all
they can to endeavor to carry out this
work, Private individuals, as we all
know, occasionally find it necessary to
overrun the constable g little in order to
enable them to carry out their enter-
prises; I presume, if they did not do =0
sometimes, their Lusiness would suffer.
The same way with the Government;
they may find it necessary to overrun
the constable a little to enable them to
carry out this work; but no one will say
that they would not be perfectly justified
- in doing so, in view of the likely results,
and the great advantages it would confer
upon the community. I think they would
be acting most foolishly and injudiciously
if they divided the House on this ques-
tion ; it would certainly create a very bad
impression outside, and I hope the hon.
gentleman will not do so.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) : I am quite sure the hon.
baronet has completely misunderstood my
hon, friend the leader of the House, The
hon, baronet is mistaken if he thinks the
Government are not fully alive to the de-
sirability of doing all we can to develop
our goldfields. All we say is that thisis
not the time for dealing with these ques-
21:11113; this is a.alsort of exﬁa. se;zig:u

ed for a special purpose. e regular
session will be held:lral,)s my hon. friend
hag gaid, some two months hence, and
that will be the time o consider this
question, when we are dealing with ways
and means; and, when the Colomal
Secretary said that he would have to
divide the House, he did not mean to
show any disapprobation of the motion
at all, or any disinclination on the part
of the Government to do what is right
and proper in the interests of the colony,
but simply to show that this is not the

and that it was not right to force the
hands of the Gtovernment, seeing that we
shall have to deal with these questions
whea the House meets again in October,
for the ordinary sessional work. That is
all the Colonial Secretary meant; and,
that being so, I shall content myself by
moving the previous question.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) seconded.

Mr. PARKER : Following what the
learned Attorney General bas said, I
should have imagined that the Govern-
ment would only have been too glad to
have elicited the views of the House on
this subject, so as to enable them to pre-
pare their Estimates for the session
which we are told will be held a few
months hence, the Estimates for the com-
ing year. Ome would have thought they
would have liked to have known what the
wishes of the House were as to making
provision for this telegraph line, so that
the Estimates might be framed accord-
ingly. We all know how difficult it is to
get the Government to alter their Esti-
mates once they have introduced them:
we all know how difficult it is to get any
additional sums placed on the Estimates
after they are brought in. The Govern-
ment say—and I think very fairly—
*“We have prepared our Estimates on
certain lines; we anticipate so much
revenue, and we have provided for so
much expenditure as we think we shall
be able to meet; and, although it is
competent for the House to propose
any additional expenditure, we do mnot
sea how it can be met, as we have already
apportioned all the means that we have,
or are likely to have at our disposal,
according to our calculations.” T do not
say that is not a fair position for the
Government to take up; but, one would
think that before proceeding to frame
their Estimates they would be only too
glad to know what the House wished, so
that they may endeavor to make some
provision for meeting the necessary ex-
penditure. If this resolution is passed
now, the Government will ¥now that in
the opinion of this House some provision
should be made for carrying out this
work, and they will be able to see
whether it will he possible to do =0 cut
of current revenue, or by some other
means. But if they have nothing to

proper time to deal with the question, | guide them as to the opinion of the
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Houge on this subject, they may well say,
when the House meets next session, and
they bring down their Estimates,—they
may well say that all the money at their
disposal has been appropriated, and that
they bad nothing to guide them as to
the feeling of the House in this matter.
I presume they will require some time
to make a survey of the line and to
estimate the cost; and they are not
likely to undertake the survey if they
have no expression of the opinion of the
House as to the necessity of the work.
All this resolution does is to express an
opinion that the construction of this line
is a work of urgent importance.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) : And immediate. ’

Mz. PARKER: “That in the opinion
of this House it is of urgent importance
that immediate steps should be taken
to construct a line of telegraph between
York and the Yilgarn goldfields.” Really
I cannot say no to that. If I thought
the Government had not 2 single penny
to carry out the work, and I thought 1t
could not be done for the next ten years,
my opinion would still be that it is of
urgent importance that such a line
should be constructed, Nothing could
alter that opinion, so long as the pros.
pects of these fields are what they are
said fo be now. The resolution says
that in the opinion of the House it is of
urgent importance that immediate steps
should be taken in this direction. Of
course by immediate steps we do not mean
that the Government is to start the con-
struction of this line straight off; but
that they should take the necessary steps
to have the line surveyed and an estimate
framed of the probable cost, so that
when the House meets again, two months
hence, it may be in a position to vote the
money for the work. These goldfields
are now looked upon by the public, and, ¥
believe, by the Government, as about the
most hopeful prospect which the colony
at present has before it. I firmly believe,
myself, that these goldfields yet will be
gomething of which we may well be
proud, and in the course of a few years,
if properly developed, will place this
colony on a par with the neighboring
colomes. This being my view, I really
cannot withdraw from the position taken
up by this resolution, that it is of urgent
importance that a line of telegraph

should be constructed to the fields, I
think it is of urgent importance in the
interest of the colony that this should be
done, and I think it is of importance in
the interest of the finances, in the infer-
ests of the revenue, that it should be
done.

Mz. HARPER: I should like to say a
few words in reply to what has fallen
from the Colonial Secretary. I had some
idea that the Government would possi-
bly object to the motion, but I thought
the objection would be this,—that we
should be informed by the Director of
Public Works that the work would en-
tail such a vast expenditure of money
that it would be quite impogsible for the
Government to undertake it. I had am-
ticipated that objection, and I asked a
few of those who were fairly able to
judge of what the cost of such a line
would really be, and, from all T can
gather, the cost would not be more than
the sum mentioned by several hon.
members, about £5,000. Looking at the
amount of premiwm which our last loan
realised, there ought to be no difficulty
on the part of the Government in finding
the necessary funds for carrying out the
work, It seems fo me that if the Gov-
ernment were really as anxious and as
earnest in this matter as they have shown
themselves to be in some other works of,
perbaps, less importance, they could very
easily overcome the dificulty of finding
the money for it. The only difficulty
it appeared to me that the Colonial
Secretary could find was the difficulty
of discovering any really substantial
abjection to the proposals Instead of
that, he meets it with- a sneering re-
mark about a few enthusiastic miners
requiring a telegraph line before the
fields are shown to be of any value, I
must say, such expressions coming from
the head of the Government in this
House, and going forth to the world, must
do far more injury to the colony than the
hon. gentleman thought at the time. I
think it is to be regretted that such
statements should go forth to the outside
world as an expression of the opinion
formed by the Government of the colony
as to the value of these goldfields. I
think if the Government had the interest
and welfare of the colony really at beart
as they so often boast they have, they
would do their very utmost to have this
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work carried out in the shortest possible
time.

Question put, and a division called for
by the Colonial Secretary; the numbers
were— '

Ayes . 15
Noes 4

Majority for ... 11
Noza.
Hon. J. Forrest
Hon. C. N. Warton
Hon. J. A, Wright
Hon. Sir M. Prascr, xc.ua.
(Telier.

Avres.
Mr. Burt
8ir T. C. Campbell, Bart.
1?1{:. Congdon

Mr. Marmion
My, Morrison
Mr. Parker
Mr. Paterson
Mr. Rason
Mr. Beott
Mr. Sholl

Mr, Venn
Mr. Harper (Teller.)

MESSAGE (No. 5): DESPATCH FROM
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, RE CON-
STITUTION BILL.

Tax SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:—

“The Governor has the honor to trans-
“mit herewith to the Honorable the
“ Legislative Council copy of a Despatch
“(No. 55, dated 21st June, 1889) receiv-
“ed by him from the Right Honorable
“the Secretary of State, in reply to the
“published Despatch (No. 113, dated
“30th April, 1889) by which the Gover-
“por forwarded the Memorial (dated
“29th April, 1889) to His Lordship
*from your Honorable House on the
*subject of the Constitution Bill.

“ Government House, 7th August,
“1889.”

‘“ WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
* No. 55.

“ Downing Street, 21st June, 1889,
111 Sm,

“I have the honour to acknowledge the
“receipt of your Despatch of the 30th of
“ April, enclosing with other papers a memo-
“rial to the Secretary of State from the
 Legislative Council of Western Australia in
 connection with the Constitution Bill.

I request that you will intimate to the
“Council that the objection which I enter-
“tained to their amendment number one in
“the Constitution Bill related to the fixing of
“the line of division in respect of land regula-
“tions at the tropic of Capricorn, and not to
“the presence in the Bill of a clause relating

“to Crown lands. I regret that the brevity
“of the telegrams which passed should have
“led to this misunderstanding, but you will
“be good enough to point out that the Bill
*“which is to be introduced in the Imperial
" Parliament, a copy of which is enclosed and
“which was in the hands of the draftsman
« before your despatch under acknowledgment
“arrived, provides that the control of the
“waste lands of the Colony south of 26° lati.
“tude, and of the proceeds of such lands,
*ghall be fully vested in the Legislature of
“the Colony. You should, however, under-
*gtand that, as I pointed out in my telegram
tof April 13, the acceptance of this line ns
“proposed in the Bill may not improbably
*formm the subject of discussion in Parliament.

“With regard to the question referred to
“by the memorialists as to the payment of
‘rpensions, it was indicated generally in the
*« Earl of Kimberley’s Despatch of the 24th of
“ March, 1871, that the chief officers displaced
“on the establishment of Responsible Govern-
“ment should receive such retiring allow-
“ances as the Secretary of State might sanc-
“‘tion a3 equitable. The Comnstitution Act of
“ Victoria, in which the scale of retiring allow-
““ances was lower than in the case of New
“ SBouth Wales, appeared to me to be the pre-
« cedent which should be followed in determin-
“ing what should be counsidered equitable,
“and I accordingly referred you to it. Tt has
“gince been pointed out to me that in Mr,
“ Warton's case the pension should be two-
“thirds of hia statutory salary (under the
“Colonial Act of 1870, 33 Viet., No. 13) of
« £500, not taking into ncconnt the additional
* £100 which depends on the annual votes;
“and the sum of £400 named in Schedule D.
“ will accordingly be reduced to £333 6s. 8d.
“when the Bill is in Committee.

T have, &ec.,
« KNUTSFORD.

** Governor Sir F. Napier Broome, K.CAL.G.,
¢ &e., &e., &e.?

DOUBLE TRUCKS ON EASTERN RAIL-
WAY FOR SHEEP.

M=z. A, FORREST moved thefollowing
resolutton : * That in the opinion of this
House the rates charged for conveying
fat stock on the Eastern Railway are
excessive, and, with a view of reducing
the swme, the present trucks (sheep) be
converted into double frucks.” = The
hon. member said he wished to draw
the attention of the House to the fact
that the whole of the fat sheep consumed
in the Albany district came from Perth,
or, at any rate, the greater portion of
them, and that the Great Southern Rail-
way had made provision for giving every
facality for the transport of stock om
their line, by providing double trucks for
sheep. In this way people could send 70
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or 80 sheep in a truck, instead of about
40, whichk were all they could put on the
trucks on the Government line, These
double trucks were used almost univer-
sally thronghout Australia, and he saw
no reason why our own Government line
should be the exception. He did not
ask that reduction should be made in the
freight charged for a truck, but that the
trucks in use should have a double plat-
form or flooring, so that they would hold
double the number of sheep. He ap-
pealed to the common sense of the House
whether there would be any danger in
allowing these double trucks to travel on
our railway, any more than on the com-
pany’s line. He had been informed by
the Managing Director of the Great
Southern Railway that it was not unsafe
at all. He had brought this matter for-
ward in the interest of consumers as well
as those who sent sheep to the mar-
ket; and he believed it would be in
the interest of the railway too. At
present it was cheaper to drive sheep
than to send them by train; but if this
motion were agreed to, he believed a
great many more sheep would be sent
by the railway than were sent at pres-
ent,

Me. MORRISON thought it was in
the interest of the railway department to
do all it could to increase the traffic, and
one way of doing so was to make the
rates as low as possible. Certainly the
rates now charged for single trucks were
very heavy compared with the rates on
the Great Southern line; and if the
Government could see their way to allow
double trucks fo travel at the rates
now charged for single trucks, it would
be a benefit to the public.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
hon. member who had brought forward
the motion had appealed to what he
called the common sense of the House;
and in the same breath he told the
House that he did not ask for a redue-
tion of the rates but simply that 80
sheep should be carried for the price of
40. He did not know whether the hon.
member thought the House had more
common sense than it had the ability to
do a simple sum in arithmetic; but it
would not require very profound scholar-
ship nor ecommon sense to worlk out this
sum : if it cost £4 to convey 40 sheep at

2s. a head, how much would it cost to
convey 80 sheep at the same rate? The
hon. member said he did not want the
rates reduced, but he thought 80 sheep
ought to go at the present price of 40.
Yet the hon. member appealed to the
common sense of the House! As fo
the question of allowing these double
trucks to travel on the FEastern Rail-
way, and as to the question of whether
it would be safe to do so, he might
say that he had pgiven orders that
the Great Southern Railway’s double
trucks should not be allowed to come on
our ling, because, in his opinion, it would
not be safe. That opinton wag shared by
the engineer of the Great Southern Rail-
way himself. The hon. member had
quoted the authority of the Managing
Director; but the Managing Director
was not an engineer, nor had he much
knowledge of engineering. It was not a
guestion of common sense alone, but also
of engineering experience; but he should
have imagined that anyone who knew
anything about the way sheep travelled in
trucks would have known that it would
not be safe to have these double-tier
trucks on the Bastern Railway, with our
sharp curves and such gradients as we
had about Green Mount. He might
state that since last Monday the rates
for the carriage of cattle and sheep on
the Eastern Railway had been lowered
25 per cent., which he thought should
meet the hon. member’s views. He only
hoped that the effect of thus lowering
the rates would be an increase of traffic.
But he certainly was not prepared to run
double trucks at the price of single
trucks; it would be neither safe nor pro-
fitable.

Mer. PARKER did not intend to
enter into the question of whether it
would be safe or not, but he took it that
our object should be to make our rail-
ways pay, if we could; and if by giving
greater encouragement to people to send
stock by rail we could increase the
traffic, it was worth considering. A%
present it was cheaper to send sheep by
road to the Eastern Districts than by
rail; and it was a question whether 1t
would not be wise policy to try and in-
duce people to wake use of the railway
as much 28 we possibly could. Theze
trains had to run whether they were full
or whether they were empty; and it was
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a question whether it would not be wiser
to reduce the freight rates if, by doing so,
we could increase the traffic. He hoped
the Commissioner of Railways would
take the subject into his consideration,
and see whether he could rot make it
worth while for people to send their
sheep by rail rather than by road.

Me, SHOLL thought it was rather
an inappropriate time to propose a reduc-
tion in the railway rates, when they
were told that the railways did not pay,
nor anything like it. He had been
thinking of moving a resclution to in-
crease the rates 50 per cent., instead of
reducing them. He thought it was pre-
posterous that the colony at large should
be made to pay for affording greater
facilities to the Fastern Districts, over
and above the settlers of other districts.
It was the duty of the Government to
try and make the railways reproductive,
and not run them at a loss, for the
benefit of one or two districts, while
other parts of the colony were handi-
capped for the want of a railway at all,
He thought the.-Housge should be gnided
in these matters by the head of the
department, and not by what private
members thought ought to be the right
thing to do. The safety of the traveling
public was in the hands of the Commis-
gioner, and if he thought it would be
dangerous to have these double trucks,
they ought to be guided by his opin-
ton,

Mz, KEANE said he believed every
member would have been glad to sup-
port this resolution to give greater in-
ducements to people to use this railway
if there was no objection to the pro-
posal; but he did not see what was the
use of having a Commissioner of Rail-
ways if they were going to take the
management of the traffic out of his
hands. The Commissioner told them
that, in his opinion, it wonld not be safe

to run these double trucks full of sheep |

on this Eastern Districts line; and the
House ought to be guided in a matter
like that by the head of the depart-
ment,

Motion negatived.

RATLWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

On the order of the day for the third
reading of this bill,

.Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) moved that the order be
discharged and the bill re-committed.

Agreed to. .

IN COMMITTEE.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N, Warton) said that certain clauses
in the bill had been expunged, the House
not approving of the principle of limit.
ing the liability of the Government in
the case of compensation for accidents,
and in striking out those clauses the
interpretation of the word * railway,”
within the meaning of the bill, had been
struck out. It was, therefore, necessary
to introduce a new interpretation clause ;
and he now moved that the following
clause be added to the bill: “The word
railway in this Act shall apply to all
railways, branch railways and extensions,
and steam tramways, throughout the
colony, whether vested or not in the said
Commissioner.”

Cla.use agreed to,

Bill reported.

RE.APPROPRIATION BILL, 1889.

The House went into committee on
this Bill.

Clause 1.—* It shall be lawful for the
* Grovernor to appropriate out of the said
“sum of Sixty thousand pounds in the
“ Re-appropriation Loan Act (50 Vict.,
“No. 23) appropriated to the work Ex-
“tension of the Telegraph Bystem to
“ Kimberley Goldfields, Wyndham, and
“Bouth Australian Border in the Xast
“Kimberley District, a sum of Six
* thousand one hundred and eighty-two
“pounds seven shillings and eight pence
“for the purpose of completing the con-
“struction of the Telegraph, Roebourne
“to Derby : "

Mz. SHOLL asked for some explana-
tion as to the necessity for this re-appro-
Ppriation.

* Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A, Wright) said that
when the Northern telegraph line from
Northampton to Roebourne was finished
it was found there was not sufficient
money on hand to pay for the work, and
consequently a sum of £4,500 was re-
appropriated from the vote for the Roe-
bourne to Derby line. When that line
was entered upon it was supposed that
it would be only 500 miles in length, and
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the estimated cost was £35,000. But it
was subsequently found that the line
was 575 miles long; but, notwithstand-
ing this extra distance, the whole cost of
the line, including stations and every-
thing, was only £1,682 7s. 8d. wmore
than the original estimate. The object
of this bill was to legalise the neces-
sary re-appropriations, which it was
proposed to take from the amount ap-
ropriated for the Kimberley Goldfields
ine, There would still be sufficient
111110ney left for the completion of that
ne.

Clause agreed to.

Bill reported.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

On the order of the day for the second
reading of this bill,

Mg. SCOTT (who wasin charge of the
bill) moved that the order be discharged.
The main object of the bill was to enable
the Municipality of Perth to take the
necessary steps for obtaining a water
supply for the city; the Municipal Coun-
cil having decided upon taking steps in
that direction. As, however, the bill
had been somewhat hurriedly prepared,
and would require to be referred to a
select committee, which would possibly
occupy considerable time; and as there
seemed a disposition to bring the present
special session to a close at an early date,
he proposed to withdraw the bill for the
present, being assured by the Govern-
ment that another session would be held
in the course of a few months’ time, and
that there would be no oppesition to the
principle of the bill, but, on the contrary,
that they would do all they could to
further the object in view.

Bill discharged.

The House adjourned at ten minutes
past nine o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Priday, 9th August, 1889.

Further telegrams re Constitntion Bill—Midland Rail-
winy Contra¢t—Railwnys Act Amendment Bill : third
reading—Re-appropriation  Bill:  third reading—
Eleetoral Bill: in committee—Adjournment.

Tee SPEAKER tock the Chair at
seven o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

TELEGRAMS RE CONSTITUTION BILL.

Tee SPEAKER said he had received
the following telegrams trom the Pre-
miers of Viectoria and Queensland, in
reply to the resolution passed by the
House on the subject of the Constitution
Bill :—

To the Honorable Sir James Lee Steers, Speaker
of the Legislative Council,

I duly communicated to the President of
the Legislative Council, and the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, your telegram of
the 27th ult. This Government sympathises
heartily with Western Australia in its en-
deavor to obtain Constitutional Government,
and I intend to move in Parliament, on next
day of meeting, that an Addrees to the Queen
be passed by both Houses, urging the pranting
of Constitutional Government to Wastern
Australia.

D. Giueres, Premier.

Melbourne, 9th August, 1889.

To the Speaker Legislative Council, Perth.

Address urging extension Responsible Gov.
ernment, t0 Western Ausiralia passed both
Houses with enthugiasm last night.

Boyp D. MorEREAD,
Brishane, 9th Angust, 1889.

MIDLAND RAILWAY CONTRACT:
FORFEITURE CLAUSE.

Mz. HARPER asked the Colonial
Secretary to inform the House of the
earliest date at which the forfeiture clause
of the Midland Railway contract could
be exercised P :

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hor.
Bir M. Fraser): The date is the 27th
February, 1890. If it should be ar-
ranged that works are resumed before
that date, with an assurance that they
will be satisfactorily carried on, the Gov-
ernment would have no objection to
allow a moderate extension of time,



